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North Korea, a nation veiled in secrecy, has long captivated the world’s curiosity. With its
closed borders and enigmatic leadership, it remains a fascinating subject of exploration. In
this article, we delve into the realm of literature to uncover the Top 10 Books About North
Korea. From personal memoirs to compelling narratives, these books offer diverse
perspectives on the nation’s complex history, the struggles of its people, and tales of
courage and resilience. Through vivid storytelling and meticulous research, these authors
provide glimpses into the lives of those residing in the Hermit Kingdom, challenging
preconceptions and shedding light on the unknown.

Top 10 Books About North Korea

“Without You, There Is No Us” by Suki Kim

“The Korean War” by Bruce Cumings

“How I Became a North Korean” by Krys Lee

“Escape from Camp 14” by Blaine Harden

“In Order to Live” by Yeonmi Park and Maryanne Vollers
“The Orphan Master’s Son” by Adam Johnson

“Nothing to Envy” by Barbara Demick

“The Great Leader and the Fighter Pilot” by Blaine Harden
“The Cleanest Race” by B.R. Myers

. “The Impossible State: North Korea, Past and Future” by Victor Cha

“Without You, There Is No Us” by Suki Kim
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“Without You, There Is No Us” by Suki Kim

AMAZON

It is a haunting memoir that unveils a remarkable journey of teaching English to the sons of
North Korea’s ruling class during the final months of Kim Jong-il’s reign. Suki Kim takes us
inside Pyongyang University of Science and Technology (PUST), a secluded compound
where portraits of the supreme leaders adorn every room. Amid a lonely and claustrophobic
environment, she wrestles with censorship, secrecy, and her colleagues’ evangelical beliefs.
As she connects with her young charges, she subtly introduces them to a world beyond their
own, confronting the stark realities of their controlled existence. With profound insight and
tenderness, Kim delves into the lives of these privileged young men, offering a rare glimpse
into the enigmatic North Korea, a nation defined by devotion and the relentless pursuit of
conformity.
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“The Korean War” by Bruce Cumings
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Top 10 Books About North Korea - “The Korean War” by Bruce Cumings

AMAZON

Bruce Cumings’ “The Korean War” offers a gripping and candid account of a conflict often
overshadowed and forgotten. Cumings reveals the war’s true nature, going beyond the
limited American perspective. Drawing on newly accessed evidence and secret materials, he
uncovers the war’s origins as a civil war rooted in the lingering resentment over Japan's
occupation of Korea. The book explores America’s post-World War II occupation, the untold
stories of insurgencies, and the appalling massacres committed on all sides. With
remarkable detail, Cumings connects the Korean War to America’s current foreign policy,
showcasing how containment evolved into a global crusade. “The Korean War” is a concise
yet impactful read, shedding light on a war that shaped America’s relationship with the
world.
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“How I Became a North Korean” by Krys Lee
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“How I Became a North Korean” by Krys Lee
AMAZON

It takes readers on a captivating journey into the little-known and perilous world of North
Korea. The story revolves around three individuals: Yongju, a talented student from a
prominent North Korean family; Jangmi, a resourceful smuggler; and Danny, a Chinese-
American teenager of North Korean descent facing his own struggles. As their paths
intertwine, they escape to the China-North Korea border region, seeking refuge and a
chance at a better life. Amidst danger and adversity, they form an unexpected bond,
navigating government informants, abductors, and their own personal demons. Through this
poignant and thought-provoking debut novel, the author sheds light on the indomitable
human spirit and the lengths people will go to survive in the harshest of circumstances.
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“Escape from Camp 14” by Blaine Harden
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Top 10 Books About North Korea - “Escape from Camp 14” by Blaine Harden
AMAZON

In the gripping memoir, “Escape from Camp 14,” acclaimed journalist Blaine Harden takes
readers on an unforgettable journey into the heart of North Korea’s political prison camps.
Shin Donghyuk, one of the few who managed to escape and survive, serves as the central
figure in this shocking story. Born and raised within the confines of a brutal and isolated
prison, Shin’s existence was devoid of compassion and humanity. Through Harden’s vivid
and harrowing narrative, we witness Shin’s unimaginable hardships, from competing for
food with his own mother to witnessing the execution of his family members. This New York
Times bestseller offers a rare glimpse into the world’s most repressive totalitarian state,
shedding light on its secrets while celebrating the indomitable spirit of endurance and
survival.
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“In Order to Live” by Yeonmi Park and Maryanne Vollers
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“In Order to Live” by Yeonmi Park and Maryanne Vollers
AMAZON

This gripping memoir talks about the human rights activist Park as she recounts her
extraordinary journey from North Korea to South Korea, defying all odds. At the age of 13,
she escaped with her mother, facing unimaginable challenges and enduring the horrors of
being sold into slave marriages by Chinese brokers. As she embraced her newfound freedom
in South Korea, Park realized the power of her story to inspire and bring hope to others.
Motivated by the disappearance of her sister, who had escaped earlier and vanished into
China, Park courageously shared her painful past, hoping to reunite with her long-lost
sibling. “In Order to Be Free” is a testament to resilience, the pursuit of truth, and the
enduring strength of the human spirit.
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“The Orphan Master’s Son” by Adam Johnson
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Top 10 Books About North Korea - “The Orphan Master’'s Son” by Adam Johnson
AMAZON

This book takes readers on an unforgettable journey through the clandestine world of North
Korea. The story revolves around Pak Jun Do, a haunted young man who rises from a work
camp for orphans to become a professional kidnapper in order to survive. With a keen eye
for loyalty and an unwavering spirit, Jun Do navigates the treacherous landscape of shifting
rules and arbitrary violence under the Korean overlords. Driven by love for the legendary
actress Sun Moon, Jun Do dares to challenge the regime in a desperate attempt to save her.
Combining elements of a breathless thriller, a tale of lost innocence, and a story of love, this
epic novel provides a riveting portrayal of North Korea—a land of hunger, corruption, and
cruelty, but also unexpected camaraderie, fleeting moments of beauty, and love against all
odds.
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“Nothing to Envy” by Barbara Demick
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“Nothing to Envy” by Barbara Demick
AMAZON

It unveils the hidden lives of six North Koreans during a tumultuous fifteen-year period. Set
against the backdrop of Kim Il-sung’s death, Kim Jong-il’s ascent to power, and a
devastating famine that claimed millions of lives, Demick takes readers on a gripping
journey into an Orwellian realm. With unwavering courage, she reveals the harsh realities of
living under the world’s most repressive regime. Through meticulous reporting and
poignant storytelling, we witness the subjects’ dreams, love, and struggles for survival,
while gradually unraveling the profound betrayal inflicted upon them by their government.
Nothing to Envy offers a groundbreaking perspective on totalitarianism and a profound
exploration of a closed world that demands global attention.
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Top 10 Books About North Korea - “The Great Leader and the Fighter Pilot” by Blaine
Harden

AMAZON

In “The Great Leader and the Fighter Pilot,” bestselling author Blaine Harden takes us on a
riveting journey through the rise of Kim Il Sung and the courageous story of a North Korean
fighter pilot who defied the regime’s grip. Against the backdrop of the Korean War, Harden
unveils how Kim ascended to power and plunged his nation into conflict with the United
States. Meanwhile, the young fighter pilot, No Kum Sok, played a dangerous game of
deception, ultimately escaping with a Soviet MiG-15 and delivering it into American hands.
This electrifying act not only exposed Kim’s vengeance but also shed light on the brutal
realities of the war and the lasting propaganda used to breed fear and animosity towards
Americans. Drawing from previously undisclosed intelligence files and archives, Harden
delivers an exhilarating escape narrative while offering fresh insights into the world’s
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longest-lasting totalitarian state.

“The Cleanest Race” by B.R. Myers
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“The Cleanest Race” by B.R. Myers

AMAZON

B.R. Myers provides a profound understanding of North Korea by delving into its
propaganda. As a North Korea analyst and contributing editor of The Atlantic, Myers offers
a comprehensive examination of the North Korean worldview, drawing from extensive
research into the regime’s domestic propaganda. From the nation’s perceived moral purity
to the myth of an intimidating “Iron General,” Myers dismantles the Western perception of
North Korea and reveals a paranoid nationalist state rooted in military-first ideology. This
thought-provoking analysis challenges conventional wisdom and sheds light on the
complexities that shape North Korea'’s actions, with profound implications for US foreign
policy. Myers’s timely exploration offers invaluable insights into a nation often
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misunderstood and underestimated.

“The Impossible State: North Korea, Past and Future” by Victor
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Top 10 Books About North Korea - “The Impossible State: North Korea, Past and
Future” by Victor Cha

AMAZON

Victor Cha offers a meaty and fast-paced portrait of North Korean society, politics, economy,
and foreign policy. As a former Director for Asian Affairs at the National Security Council,
Cha provides unparalleled insight into this controversial and isolated country. From the rise
of the Kim family dynasty to the repressive regime’s human rights abuses and belligerent
relationship with the United States, Cha delves into the complexities of North Korea’s
history and the challenges it faces. With personal anecdotes and expert analysis, he
highlights the enigmatic nation’s contradictions and warns of a potential political collapse.
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This authoritative and accessible book unravels the mysteries surrounding North Korea,
offering much-needed answers to pressing questions while highlighting the need for
preparedness.
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