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Christina Henry’s latest novel, “The House That Horror Built,” takes readers on a chilling
journey through the corridors of a gothic mansion filled with dark secrets and eerie
occurrences. This book, while not without its flaws, offers a blend of supernatural horror
and family drama that makes for an engaging, albeit uneven, read.

Plot Overview
The story revolves around Harry Adams, a single mother and avid horror movie fan, who
takes up a job cleaning the house of the reclusive horror director Javier Castillo. Harry’s
new workplace is a gothic mansion in Chicago, filled with memorabilia from Castillo’s films.
The job, which seems like a dream come true for a horror enthusiast like Harry, soon turns
into a nightmare as she starts experiencing strange, supernatural events. The plot thickens
as Harry delves deeper into the mansion’s dark history and the mysterious disappearance of
Castillo’s family.
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Character Development
One of the strengths of the novel lies in its character development. Harry is portrayed as a
resilient and relatable protagonist, struggling to provide for her teenage son, Gabe, while
dealing with the haunting occurrences in Castillo’s mansion. Her backstory, involving an
escape from a strict religious family, adds depth to her character and helps readers
understand her motivations and fears​.

Javier Castillo, on the other hand, is depicted as a complex and enigmatic figure. His past,
marked by a scandal involving his missing wife and son, adds a layer of intrigue to the
narrative. However, some reviewers felt that the character development was somewhat
lacking, with Javier coming off as a bit of a caricature of the stereotypical reclusive artist​.

Themes and Setting
The novel explores themes of isolation, family dynamics, and the socio-economic divide
between Harry and Javier. The mansion itself becomes a character in the story, with its
eerie atmosphere and unsettling presence contributing significantly to the overall mood.
Christina Henry effectively uses the setting to build tension and suspense, making the
readers feel the same unease that Harry experiences​.

Pacing and Structure
The pacing of “The House That Horror Built” is a point of contention among readers. The
story starts with a slow burn, gradually building up the suspense through a series of creepy
incidents. However, many felt that the climax was rushed, leaving some plot threads
unresolved. The novel employs a split timeline to reveal the backgrounds of Harry and
Javier, which, while adding depth to the characters, sometimes disrupts the flow of the
narrative.
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Writing Style
Christina Henry’s writing is engaging and descriptive, particularly when it comes to
creating a spooky and foreboding atmosphere. Her love for the horror genre is evident
through numerous references to horror films and directors, which adds an extra layer of
enjoyment for fans of the genre. However, some critics noted that the book tries to juggle
too many elements, leading to a somewhat disjointed narrative​.

Reception
“The House That Horror Built” has received mixed reviews from critics and readers alike.
Some praised the book for its unique premise and the way it blends supernatural horror
with personal drama. Others, however, were disappointed by the lack of genuine scares and
the abrupt ending. Despite its shortcomings, the novel is seen as an entertaining read for
horror enthusiasts, especially those who enjoy stories about haunted houses and dark family
secrets​.

Conclusion
Overall, “The House That Horror Built” is a compelling addition to Christina Henry’s body of
work. It successfully captures the eerie essence of a haunted house tale while exploring
deeper themes related to family and socio-economic disparities. While it may not be Henry’s
best work, it is still a worthwhile read for fans of the horror genre looking for a story that
combines supernatural elements with real-world struggles.
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