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February 14th, universally celebrated as Valentine’s Day, symbolizes love and affection. Yet,
beyond the roses and chocolates, this date is steeped in historical significance, marking
events that have left indelible marks on the fabric of global history. From cataclysmic
battles and pivotal political changes to groundbreaking advancements in technology and
culture, February 14th has been a witness to moments that have shaped, challenged, and
defined humanity. Let us get to know about these events in this blog titled - “Major
Historical Events on February 14- Today in History.”

Major Historical Events on February 14- Today in History

270: The Origin of Valentine’s Day

1349: Black Death Massacre in Strasbourg

1556: Coronation of Akbar the Great

1689: Mary Stuart and William III ascend the English throne
1797: Battle of Cape St. Vincent

1859: Oregon’s Admission to the Union

1929: St. Valentine’s Day Massacre

1931: Release of “Dracula”

1942: Battle of Pasir Panjang

. 1960: Marshal Ayub Khan Becomes President of Pakistan

. 1988: Alfredo Stroessner’s Re-election

. 1989: World’s First Satellite Skyphone

. 2000: NEAR Shoemaker Orbits Asteroid 433 Eros

. 2005: YouTube’s Founding

. 2014: Asian Descent Olympic Medalists in Men’s Figure Skating
. 2018: Resignation of South African President Jacob Zuma

. 2019: JP Morgan Launches JPM Coin

. 2023: Nikki Haley’s Presidential Bid

270: The Origin of Valentine’s Day

Valentine’s Day celebrates St. Valentine, a Roman priest martyred in 270 AD, who
supposedly signed a love letter to his jailer’s daughter as “from your Valentine,” initiating
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the tradition of exchanging love greetings on this day.

1349: Black Death Massacre in Strasbourg
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ajor Historical Events on February 14- Today in History - 1349: Black Death
Massacre in Strasbourg

In the shadow of one of history’s deadliest pandemics, the Black Death, Strasbourg saw a

horrific massacre where approximately 900 Jews were burned alive, wrongfully accused of

spreading the plague. This dark day highlights the destructive power of fear and prejudice,

serving as a grim reminder of the consequences of scapegoating.

N

1556: Coronation of Akbar the Great

The ascension of Akbar to the Mughal throne marked the beginning of an era characterized
by extensive military conquests, significant cultural and religious innovations, and the
establishment of a sprawling empire that would leave a lasting legacy on the Indian
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subcontinent. Akbar’s reign is remembered for its emphasis on cultural integration and
religious tolerance.

1689: Mary Stuart and William IIT ascend the English throne

The English Parliament’s decision to place Mary Stuart and William III on the throne
represented a seismic shift towards constitutional monarchy, significantly altering the
landscape of English and, subsequently, British governance. This event underscored the
growing power of Parliament and set the stage for the development of modern democracy.

1797: Battle of Cape St. Vincent

The Battle of Cape St. Vincent was a testament to British naval prowess, with Admiral Sir
John Jervis and Captain Horatio Nelson leading a smaller fleet to a decisive victory against
the Spanish. Nelson'’s daring tactics during the battle earned him widespread fame and
marked him as one of Britain’s most celebrated naval heroes.

1859: Oregon’s Admission to the Union
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Major Hlstoncal Events on February 14- Today in History - 1859: Oregon S
Admission to the Union
The admission of Oregon as the 33rd state of the United States was a milestone in the
westward expansion of the nation, highlighting the ongoing American push towards the
Pacific. Oregon’s statehood reflected the complex interplay of politics, settlement, and
conflict that characterized the era of Manifest Destiny.

1929: St. Valentine’s Day Massacre

This infamous event, where seven members of Chicago’s North Side Gang were brutally
gunned down, epitomized the violence of the Prohibition era and the struggle for control
among organized crime syndicates. The massacre became a symbol of the lawlessness of the
time and spurred public outcry against gang violence.
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1931: Release of “Dracula”

The release of “Dracula,” starring Bela Lugosi, not only set the standard for vampire
portrayals in cinema but also kickstarted the universal fascination with horror films. Its
enduring popularity underscores the film’s impact on the horror genre and its role in
shaping the cultural iconography of the vampire.

1942: Battle of Pasir Panjang

Amidst the larger context of World War II, the Battle of Pasir Panjang stands out for the
Malay Regiment’s valiant defense against Japanese forces, despite being heavily
outnumbered. This battle is a poignant reminder of the sacrifices made and the complexities
of colonial legacies.

1960: Marshal Ayub Khan Becomes President of Pakistan

Major Historical Events n Febr:uary 14- Today in History - 1960: Marshal Ayub
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Khan Becomes President of Pakistan
Marshal Ayub Khan's election as President of Pakistan marked the beginning of a significant
period of military rule that would influence the country’s political and social fabric for
decades. His leadership underscores the challenges and controversies surrounding military
involvement in governance.

1988: Alfredo Stroessner’s Re-election

Alfredo Stroessner’s re-election in Paraguay continued his long-standing dictatorship,
characterized by authoritarian rule and human rights abuses. His tenure highlights the
struggle for democracy and the impact of dictatorial governance in Latin America.

1989: World’s First Satellite Skyphone

The introduction of the world’s first satellite Skyphone marked a significant technological
advancement, revolutionizing global communication and foreshadowing the interconnected
world we live in today. This innovation laid the groundwork for future developments in
satellite and communication technology.

2000: NEAR Shoemaker Orbits Asteroid 433 Eros

The NEAR Shoemaker spacecraft’s orbit around asteroid 433 Eros opened new frontiers in
space exploration, providing invaluable insights into the composition and history of
asteroids. This mission exemplifies humanity’s quest for knowledge and the ongoing
exploration of our solar system.

2005: YouTube’s Founding
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Major Historical Events on February 14- Today in History - 2005: YouTube’s
Founding
The creation of YouTube significantly altered the media landscape, democratizing content
creation and distribution. Its impact on entertainment, politics, education, and personal

expression cannot be overstated, highlighting the transformative power of technology in the
digital age.

2014: Asian Descent Olympic Medalists in Men’s Figure Skating

The 2014 Winter Olympics marked a historic moment in men’s figure skating, with all three
singles medalists being of Asian descent. This achievement underscored the global nature of
the sport and the shifting dynamics of international athletic competition.

2018: Resignation of South African President Jacob Zuma
Jacob Zuma’s resignation in the face of corruption allegations marked a critical juncture in
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South African politics, emphasizing the importance of accountability and the challenges of
governance in post-apartheid South Africa.

2019: JP Morgan Launches JPM Coin

JP Morgan’s launch of the JPM Coin signified a major financial institution’s embrace of
cryptocurrency, indicating a significant shift towards the integration of digital currencies in
mainstream finance and the potential for future transformations in the global financial
system.

2023: Nikki Haley’s Presidential Bid

Major Historical Events on February 14- Today in History - 2023: Nikki Haley's
Presidential Bid

Nikki Haley’s announcement of her presidential bid challenged the political status quo
within the Republican Party and set the stage for a potentially transformative election cycle,
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highlighting te evolving dynamics of American politics.

Also Read: Major Historical Events on February 13- Today in History
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