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“If Something Happens to Me” by Alex Finlay is a gripping thriller that keeps readers on the
edge of their seats from start to finish. The novel follows the intertwined lives of several
distinct characters, creating a complex web of mystery and suspense that is characteristic of
Finlay’s work.

The story kicks off with Ryan Richardson, a law student haunted by the traumatic night his
girlfriend, Ali, was abducted. Five years later, Ali’s car is discovered submerged in a lake,
with two dead men inside and a cryptic note in her handwriting: “If something happens to
me…” This discovery sends Ryan on a desperate quest for answers, taking him from Italy to
the UK and Paris. Alongside Ryan, the narrative follows Poppy McGee, a new deputy sheriff
in Kansas, and Shane O’Leary, a mobster in Philadelphia, whose seemingly disparate paths
converge in a thrilling climax.
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The novel’s structure is a standout feature, employing multiple perspectives and timelines to
unravel the mystery. This technique not only maintains a high level of suspense but also
allows for a deep exploration of each character’s backstory and motivations. Ryan’s struggle
with his past and Poppy’s determination to solve the case add emotional depth to the plot,
while Shane’s involvement introduces a darker, more dangerous element to the story.

Finlay’s ability to create vivid, memorable characters is evident throughout the novel. Poppy
McGee is particularly noteworthy as a strong, relatable female protagonist who doesn’t shy
away from challenges. Her investigation into Ali’s disappearance reveals hidden layers of
corruption and deceit in their small town. Ryan’s journey is equally compelling, portraying a
man grappling with guilt, suspicion, and the quest for truth. Meanwhile, Shane’s storyline,
involving his quest for vengeance and dealing with personal tragedy, adds a layer of
complexity and moral ambiguity to the narrative.

The pacing of “If Something Happens to Me” is relentless, with Finlay masterfully building
tension through well-timed revelations and plot twists. Reviewers have praised the book’s
ability to maintain a fast pace without sacrificing character development or narrative
coherence. The gradual unveiling of secrets keeps readers engaged, making it difficult to
predict the final outcome until the very end. This balance of action and mystery is a
testament to Finlay’s skill as a storyteller.

One of the novel’s strengths is its intricate plot, which seamlessly weaves together multiple
storylines. The convergence of Ryan, Poppy, and Shane’s paths is handled with precision,
resulting in a satisfying and explosive conclusion. The use of dual timelines and multiple
viewpoints not only enhances the suspense but also allows readers to piece together the
mystery alongside the characters. This narrative approach makes for an immersive reading
experience, as readers are constantly engaged in solving the puzzle.

Critics have noted that the novel’s conclusion, while satisfying, leaves some threads
unresolved, particularly regarding the secondary characters. However, this open-endedness
adds a realistic touch to the story, reflecting the complexities of real-life investigations. The
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epilogue provides a sense of closure for the main characters, highlighting their growth and
the consequences of their actions.

Overall, “If Something Happens to Me” is a compelling and well-crafted thriller that
showcases Alex Finlay’s talent for creating intricate, character-driven mysteries. The novel’s
blend of suspense, action, and emotional depth makes it a standout in the genre, appealing
to fans of psychological thrillers and crime fiction alike. With its fast-paced narrative,
complex characters, and masterful plot twists, this book is sure to captivate readers and
leave them eagerly awaiting Finlay’s next work.
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