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10 Best Heroes From Dark Horse Comics: Dark Horse Comics, established in 1986, has
long carved its own niche within the comics industry, standing apart from the superhero-
dominated giants with its eclectic and rich character roster. From the shadowed alleys of
supernatural detective tales to the vivid landscapes of heroic adventures, Dark Horse has
given readers a plethora of iconic heroes that challenge the norms of comic book
storytelling. While Marvel and DC might steal most of the limelight in popular culture, many
comic aficionados would argue that some of the most intriguing and multifaceted characters
hail from this independent publisher.

10 Best Heroes From Dark Horse Comics
Hellboy1.
The Goon2.
Grendel3.
Abraham Slam4.
Ghost5.
Lobster Johnson6.
X7.
Abe Sapien8.
The Mongrel King9.
Captain Midnight10.
Hellboy
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10 Best Heroes From Dark Horse Comics – Hellboy
Hellboy undeniably holds the crown in the illustrious lineup of Dark Horse Comics’
champions. Conceived by the genius of Mike Mignola, he’s not only the comic world’s
foremost supernatural detective but also the preordained monarch of Hell. As a stalwart of
the Bureau for Paranormal Research and Defense (BPRD), Hellboy’s adventures are among
the most captivating yarns in comic history.

To aficionados, he transcends mere fictional existence; he epitomizes Dark Horse’s
distinctive storytelling prowess, frequently eclipsing even their licensed tales. Equipped
with his iconic Samaritan revolver, fortified by an extensive reservoir of esoteric wisdom,
and characterized by a combination of gritty charisma and wit, Hellboy masterfully
interweaves elements of action, mysticism, and spine-chilling horror.
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The Goon

The Goon
Next on our list is “The Goon”, he is no ordinary superhero. An orphan, he was brought up
by Aunt Kizzie, a carnival strong-woman. His life took a dark turn when notorious gangster
Labrazio used the carnival as a hideout. After a violent confrontation, Labrazio’s disdain for
Kizzie’s death pushed Goon over the edge. Claiming Labrazio’s notorious book and hat,
Goon became the new enforcer, even though he maintained that Labrazio still lived.

A towering figure, Goon is instantly recognizable in his green pants and trademark cap,
often covering his brown hair. His striking blue eyes are shadowed by a grotesque scar, a
memento from a deadly encounter with a dark magic-wielding Triad leader. This scar,
rendering his left eye blind, is a testament to Goon’s perilous journey from carnival kid to
underworld boss.
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Grendel

10 Best Heroes From Dark Horse Comics – Grendel
Emerging from the imaginative brilliance of Matt Wagner, Grendel initially graced the pages
of Comico before finding its rightful dwelling at Dark Horse Comics. The narrative unfurls
around Hunter Rose: a gifted writer by sunlight and a masked avenger named Grendel by
moonlight.

Wagner envisioned Grendel not just as a character but as an in-depth probe into the psyche
of violence. Drawing inspiration from iconic figures like Batman and the Shadow, the
essence of Grendel transcends a singular identity. Over time, it evolves into a symbolic
mantle, inherited by various personas, channeling their wrath against evildoers in a bleak,
futuristic setting.
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Abraham Slam

Abraham Slam
Jeff Lemire’s brainchild, the Black Hammer universe, is a treasure trove of deep, richly
developed characters that pay homage to comic history, making it a standout within Dark
Horse’s repertoire. Though it’s challenging to highlight a singular hero among such a stellar
lineup, Abraham Slam garners a special mention.

Drawing inspiration from Golden Age icons like the Atom and Captain America, Abraham
Slam beautifully encapsulates the spirit of an old-school, self-made hero, defined by sheer
determination and valor.

Originally a beacon of hope in Spiral City, his life took a dramatic turn when he and his team
found themselves trapped in a timeless, rural limbo. In this peculiar exile, he navigates an
uncanny retirement, underscoring his adaptability and enduring spirit. In a universe filled
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with exceptional characters, Abraham Slam’s resilience and nostalgic charm make him
particularly memorable.

Ghost

10 Best Heroes From Dark Horse Comics – Ghost
Debuting in 1993’s Comics’ Greatest World, Ghost quickly captivated readers with her
ethereal presence and her quest for truth about her supposed demise. As a result of her
growing popularity, she was awarded her own monthly title in 1995. This initial run spanned
36 issues and delved deep into Arcadia’s mysteries, part of the encapsulated universe of
Comics’ Greatest World.

After a hiatus, Ghost was revamped, and the second series, comprising 22 issues, shed light
on new facets of her origin story. Ghost’s appeal wasn’t limited to her series alone. The
2000s witnessed her transcend her universe, marking her presence in notable crossovers.
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Collaborations like Ghost/Hellboy and Ghost/Batgirl: The Resurrection Machine are
testimony to her sustained allure, seamlessly bridging different fictional worlds and keeping
readers riveted to her spectral journey.

Lobster Johnson

Lobster Johnson
Often referred to as The Lobster or The Claw, stands as one of the fascinating characters
within Mike Mignola’s Hellboy universe. Despite the popular belief that he was just a pulp
fiction hero, in the comics’ lore, he was very real. During the 1930s, behind the façade of
New York City’s bustling streets, The Lobster waged a silent war against both common
gangsters and supernatural menaces.

One of the most chilling aspects of the Lobster’s character was his unrelenting approach to
justice. Not only did he eliminate mobsters, but he also seared his distinct lobster claw mark
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onto their foreheads, leaving an indelible sign of his judgment. This act drew parallels to
characters like Night Raven, the Phantom, and The Spider from other comic universes.

Enhancing his legacy beyond the pages, Lobster Johnson made a leap to the big screen in
the 2019 Hellboy reboot, with Thomas Haden Church taking on the iconic role, bringing the
intense vigilante to a new generation of fans.

X

10 Best Heroes From Dark Horse Comics – X
Debuting in Dark Horse Comics #8, X quickly garnered a dedicated following, leading to the
launch of his own series in February 1994. Set in the Comics Greatest World imprint, X’s
relentless drive for justice and propensity to kill set him apart from conventional heroes.

The character’s dark nature and complex moral compass made him an intriguing subject for
readers who craved more nuanced and adult-themed narratives in their comics. However,
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like many comic series, X’s initial journey came to an end with issue #25 in 1996.

Yet, the allure of the character could not be contained. Nearly two decades later, in April
2013, Dark Horse breathed new life into the series, relaunching it with issue #0. This
resurgence was led by the fresh creative team of Duane Swierczynski and Eric Nguyen, who
sought to reintroduce X to both longstanding fans and a new generation of readers. This
reboot showcased the timeless appeal of the anti-hero, proving that characters like X never
truly fade away; they merely wait for the right moment to strike again.

Abe Sapien

Abe Sapien
Sapien stands as one of the most compelling and intricate characters within the Hellboy
universe. Created by Mike Mignola, he offers a contrast to Hellboy’s brashness with his
measured demeanor, profound intellect, and deep understanding of the occult. His Victorian
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origins and transformation into an “icthyo sapien” give him a tragic backstory, accentuating
his depth and the internal conflicts he often grapples with.

Beyond his physical attributes, which include aquatic adaptability and a seemingly ageless
existence, Abe’s value to the Bureau for Paranormal Research and Defense (BPRD) extends
to his analytical mind and expertise in various mystic arts. This makes him indispensable in
major arcs like “Plague of Frogs” and “Seed of Destruction,” where the stakes are incredibly
high.

Abe’s relationship with Hellboy is central to his character development. As a counterbalance
to Hellboy’s more impulsive nature, Abe often provides the voice of reason, making them a
dynamic and effective duo. Their bond is forged not just in the heat of battle but in shared
experiences, understanding, and mutual respect. Throughout the series, their camaraderie
showcases the essence of true friendship, further enriching the expansive lore of the
Hellboy universe.

The Mongrel King
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10 Best Heroes From Dark Horse Comics – The Mongrel King
Jeff Lemire, known for his unique storytelling and ability to craft emotionally resonant tales,
presents yet another intriguing character in Berserker Unbound with the Mongrel King.
Drawing clear inspirations from iconic figures like Conan the Barbarian, the Mongrel King’s
story is a collision of worlds, offering both a nostalgic nod to sword-and-sorcery tales and an
innovative modern twist.

The tragedy of losing his family sets the Mongrel King on a journey of vengeance, but his
trajectory takes an unexpected turn when he’s thrust into the chaos of modern New York.
The culture shock, coupled with his forging of an unlikely friendship with a homeless man,
adds layers of depth to the narrative. The beasts of his world that trail him to New York
bring the familiar savagery and adrenaline-pumping action that fans of the genre crave.

Berserker Unbound is a testament to Lemire’s creativity, weaving a tale that’s both familiar
in its roots and refreshingly new in its execution. For those searching for a blend of raw
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action and profound character development, the Mongrel King stands as one of Dark
Horse’s hidden gems.

Captain Midnight

Captain Midnight
Captain Midnight, published by Dark Horse Comics, is a blend of DC’s Doctor Mid-Nite and
Marvel’s Captain America, capturing the essence of a WWII hero in a modern setting.
Originating from the Golden Age, this character represents a man out of time, reminiscent
of iconic superheroes but with a unique spin.

Brought to life again by Dark Horse, Captain Midnight navigates a world transformed by
advanced technologies and shifting morals. While he exudes the traditional traits of bravery
and duty, his stories also reflect the internal struggle of finding relevance in a changed
landscape. In the vast comic universe, Captain Midnight emerges as a symbol of timeless
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heroism, bridging the gap between past valor and contemporary challenges.

Also Read: Top 10 Asian Superheroes In Comics
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